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B W  A N D  T H E  K O R E A N  W A R  

New l i f e  has been infused in to  the quiescent bacteriological warfare 
campign by charges made on 20 February t h a t  gerwwarfsre ac t iv i ty  over 
Korea and Northeast China contindss uabe'csd, and by the release of the 
"confessions" of two Zield-grade American Marine of f icers  a t tes t ing  t o  
t h e i r  direction of various phases of +,he campaign. 
ations derive from t h i s  l a t e s t  deveI.o;ullent: 

The following coneider- 

a,  The pressnt revival is i n  many wa73 reminiscent of the 
short-term s9L-t of midSeptember 1952 occasioned by 
the isouaiize of the InternatAonal Sc ien t i f ic  Commissionts 
detailed br ie f  on American BW criminall.ty and the con- 
fessions of Lieutenants Kzlies and OsNezl. However, 
essent ia l  differences 2n coatent aod me:bode of ex- 
plo i ta t ion  suggest t ha t  the present phaae may have a 
more apecif i c  scope and direction. 

Although the new confessions go in to  conoiderable 
d e t a i l  concerning names, places, datas and pollcy 
implementation, they lack the precise attention t o  
minutiae and the insight in to  Amerlcan psychology 
which endowed t h e  Knios -0 *Neal revelations with the 
veneer o f  extreme objectivity.  

Other elements which seem primarily intended t o  buttress 
fundamental Communist propaganda l i n e s  f u t h e r  detract  
from the c red ib i l i t y  of the charges. 

Although the revival of mid-September 1952 d id  not h3ve 
the expected bearing on U.N. sessions and other majog 
events that immediately fol.lowcd because of i t s  
extremely short-term duration, there ape firm indications 
tha t  the present resurgence is related t o  tho resumption of 
the U.N. sessions. 

b. 

c. 

d. 
I*'( 

.-+ 

Germ Warfare over Northeast China. sores Continues lhabated: 
of the EN campaign seems i n  the offing as a resu l t  of new aharges that 
American plane6 during the l a s t  quarter of 1952 have repeatedly waged germ 
warfare over Northeast China, and the reletwe of the purported confessions 
of two field-grade Marine of f icers  a t tes t ing  t o  t h e i r  direction of various 
2hases of the biological warfare operations. The confessions, t h a t  of F i r s t  
Marine Divis im Chief of Staff Colonel Frank Schwable and of Ordnance Officer 
Major Roy Bley, have been widdg bzoailmrb. 

The pattern of oimultaneous exploitation of various new elements i s  i n  many 
Ways reminiscent of t ha t  noted i n  the short-term revival of the BW campaign 
after the 14 September 1952 issutince of the International Sc ien t i f i c  
Commission*s detailed brief on American germwarfare criminaiity and the 
"confessionst1 of Lieutenants Knios and O!Neal Then as now there was an 

A major rev,!€ 

cQ*m 

. .  



co* 
- A 2 -  

FAR EAST SURVEX 
27 FEBRUARY 1953 

accompanying rash of peripheral allusions t o  BW not related t o  the major 
new items of evidence. In the present instance, Peking has reported that :  

-4 

a. 

b. 

Research operations in West Germany have led t o  8n 
epidemic of typhus among the  German people; 

General ViWleet  during h i s  tenure i n  Tokyo admitted 
t o  a member of the Belgian mission tha t  bacteriological 
warfare operations were taking place in Korea; 

c .  American support operations in  Japan f o r  the BW 
campaign are an open secret  i n  Tokyo, where c o r p ~ e s  
of infected persons are used t o  develop more virulenf 
s t ra ins .  

Absence of Precise Detail  Affects Ob-iecti-: Although the %onfessionsll 
go i n to  considerable d e t a i l  concerning name8, pI.aces, da.t;es, code designa- 
t ions,  opecislieed jargon, and considerations concoming policy hpl.ementation, 
they lack t h ?  a t tent ion t o  minutiae and the insight i a to  normal American 
psychology which endowed the Kniss and OINeal confessions with a veneer of 
objectivity.  

Some of the difference may be la:d t o  the basic d iss imi ls r i t i es  between 
actions a t  the working leve l  and at levels  concerned primarily with giving 
and interpreting orders, Since Schwhble and Biey were allegedly concerned 
with the inpiementation of directives from higher authority but not with the 
actual  operations of dissemination, the extent t o  which they could discws 
operations i n  precike de t a i l  is probably limited; conversely, since hiss 
and OINeal were not privy t o  the high-policy daeisions which put the 
operations in to  effect ,  t h e i r  confessions miglit necessarily be limited t o  
the r e c i t a l  of minute de t a i l s  concerning the actual operation. 

Although such considerations may have been taken into account ifl the attempt 
t o  crea+,e the i l luoion of t n i t h ,  the studied avoidance of other'elements 
that would have logical ly  appeared a t  the commanc! leve l  would seem t o  
indicate (a) a faulty knowledge of American psychoicgy, o r  (b) %!le sacri.f$ce 
of objazt ivi ty  i n  the in te res t  of exploiting basic Communist l ines .  

Credibalitv Impaired by Att- tpt  t o  SUPDO rt-(&m~ist Lines: 
elements provide the major indices of t h i s  possibly unintentional distortion: 

The followipg 

a. The s t r e s s  upon the f ac t  tha t  the Americans knew the  
campaign was ineffectual. 

b, The frequent allusions t o  the off icers '  d i s tas te  f o r  
germ-warfare operations, and the i r  real izat ion tha t  it 
was morally reprehensible. 

c. The implication tha t  no attemgt was ever made t o  provide 
a rationale f o r  the use of biological weapons other than 
the f a c t  tha t  it was ordered by the highest levels-the 
U.S. Joint  Chiefs of S t a f f ,  
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d ,  The unreal is t ic  ihfiistence tha t  there bad been no slackening 
of the campaign o r  a reassessment of i t a  value despite 
the clemor r c i m d  by the Communist charges, and the generel 
world-wide ac\?eptance of t he i r  r e l i ab i l i t y .  

The iaordinate s tzess  upon the f ac t  tha t  mmimum Eecurity 
was maintained a t  a l l  timeo t o  prcvent non-involve8 m i l i t a r y  
personnel from learning of the campsign. 

Escause Communist media have consistently maintained tha t  the campaign aerved 
no purpose and completely fa i led  to affect  Sino-North Korean b a t t l e  
capabi l i t ies ,  Peking apparently f e l t  call.ed czlon t o  have the confessions 
s t ~ e s s  tha t  the r e su l t s  of the campaign had not been "worth a damn." The 
para l le l  insistence tha t  a l l  the officerfi called upon t o  put the Joint  
Chiefs! direct ive into action realized its moral impermiuoibility echoes 
Communist contentions given wide currency during the height of the de- 
nunciatory camqaign and is rendered especially ouopct  by the f a i l u r e  of the 
confessions t o  make any allusion t o  cLn attenpt t o  rationalize the need for 
such a weapon. 
indictment of American hlgh-level bes t i a l i t y  by noting a recognition of that 
depravity even among American off iczrs ,  it imTlies tha t  those who or iginal ly  
formulated the policy were so infected tha t  they were unconscious of  the  
e f f ec t  it would have on the subordinate personnel and the need t o  f ind a 
plausible excuse f o r  its implementation. 

In t h i s  Peking seem t o  have bscome a victim of its own dichotomous view of 
the world, i n  which the Amaricanfi ac t  without deviation i n  accordance with 
the  unalloyed black picture of them preoented t o  the wozld. 
Peking was e i the r  unaware of the lack of c red ib i l i ty  invoived i n  making 
Americme t a l k  l i k e  Comunistr;, or was will ing t o  sacr i f ice  t h i s  contribution 
t o  object ivi ty  i n  i t a  disinclination t o  suggest tha t  any mitigating consider- 
a t ions impelled the Americans t o  use such a weapon. 

0' 
Similarly i n  a t terqt ing t o  picture the Americans a s  beasts '&restrained and 
unrepentent i n  the face of world opprobrium, the f l i e r s  are  made t o  provide 
no indication tha t  the wor1.d-wide at tent ion and cred ib i l i ty  accorded the  
campaign caused a slackening or re-evaluation of the BW program. To prevent 
any d l  s tor t ion  of the picture of tlx? Americans unregenwated depravity, 
Peking seems l i t t l e  concerned that had the charges been true, the  tremendous 
clamor raised by thz campaign should have given the Amerlcane pause, a t  
l e a s t  until the hue and cry had subsided. To intimate, tco, t ha t  the 
campaign is being maintained witbout sespi te  t o  th io  very moment i n  the face 
of categorical U.S. and U.N. denials that  BW was ever perpetrated s e e m  t o  
indicate tha t  the Communists ascribe t o  the Americans t 3 e i r  own willingness t o  
a O E w 9  tho pcyc3uXdg;oal b m d a  ~f 3 o h g  ca!igM, isl an obwioua fabvication. 

The repeated allusions t o  the maximum security tha t  was maintained a t  a l l  
times t o  prevent i>uhlic real izat ion tha t  germ wea,mns were being used seem 
primarily intended t o  explain the f z c t  thaS the 3roopt3 i n  Korea generally 
have no knowledge of the cmpaign. 
apy;arent i n  view of tho pa ra l l e l  a l legat ioss  tha t  support operatiorls f o r  
the cm2aign i n  Toicyo and i n  Gemany @re an Itopen secret" with l i t t l e  attempt 
a t  concealment. 

e.  

Thix, while Peking attempts t o  lend added conviction t o  its 

In t h i s  case 

r* c I' 
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T3e weaknsss of t h i s  contention is 
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Present Phase Seems Re1 ated t o  U.N. Session&: The simultaneous release of 
the International Scientific Commission 1 s report and the Kniss-0 Neal con- 
fessions on l.4 September 1952 evoked speculation that  the revivsl  of the 
campaign a t  that  time had a possible bearing on three approaching events: 
the opening of the Asian Peace Conference i n  Peking on 2 October, the 
schedaled reconvening of the U.N. on 14 October, and the 25 October anniver- 
sary of Chinese participation i n  the war, The extremely short-term nature 
of tha t  phase of the campaign-within 10 days allusions had dropped t o  
barely one percent of a l l  items from Peking-seemed effectively t o  gainsay 
the existence of any such relationship. Therefore it seems poesible tha t  the 
expansion,of the campaign a t  tha t  moment was intended t o  place the report 
"on the record" rather than t o  create a peg f o r  further exploitation i n  
connection with a r,pyc:ifj.c event . fnthe present case, the indications seem 
considerably firmer that the present revival of the campaign is specifically 
linked t o  the resumption of the U.N. sessions. 
pertinent: 

The following elements appear 

a. Peking and Moscow know that BW w i l l  be discussed a t  t h i s  
session i n  connection with the U.S.-sponsored probe of 
the chargee. 
intended t o  burden the Americans with new contentions t o  
refute while pzoviding them with l i t t l e  time topmyH;"e a 
comprehensive rebuttal. 

Both PRAVDA and the Peking PEOPLE'S DAILY have called f o r  
immedlate U.N. action t o  ha l t  the 9nonstrous American 
crimes, and havs woven the various % ~ i d e n c e s ~ ~  of 
America inhumanity into a summary indictment of the 
United States as a basis f o r  the demand that the U.S. be 
forced t o  sign the Geneva Convention outlawing,BW. 

c.  Moscow has given considerable publicity t o  the new -,.;.a. 
confessions; i n  contrast Soviet broadcasts have con- 
s i s ten t ly  deem@asised t b 6 e  of 

d. Accompanying Moscow comment has been extremely pointed 
and widely broadcast. In contrast, the ISC report was 
given only piece-meal distribution by both Pokhg and 
Moscow after the original announcement, and seemed 
primarily intended t o  place the information 'Ion the 
recordll f o r  subsequent use rather than t o  provide a 
propaganda device t o  dissipate the doubts of the 
skeptical, 

The new charges and confessions may be 

b. 

G 

KniSS and O'Neal.( 
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N O R T I I  K O R E A  

WnmanP: Remrt Reviews Atrocity Chargeg: 
to the upsurge i n  a t roc i ty  cha;.ges appears in the form of a "Fifth Commu- 
nique on Atrocit ies Co.mmL.tV&d by the American Aggressors and the Syngman 
Rhee Gang." The communique, also broadcast by Moscow and Peking, reviews 
the record of UoSe atroci t ies ,  l i s t i n g  them i n  the followin categories: 
destruction of urban and r u r a l  areas through bombing; use o F weapons f o r  
wholesale massacre; ioeo, poison gas and BB; and the destruction of CUI- 
t u r a l  and social  instal la t ions,  ngcin through wanton bombing, A long com- 
p€lation of alleged incidents is used'to document each chargeo Although 
no appeal is made to the  UeN. f o r  condemnation of these atroci t ies ,  
Pyongyang once again c a l l s  f o r  a Ilpeople*s tr ial" of the responsible 
criminals , 
,Ameal to Korean Residents Warns of _Rhee-Yoshida Aereement: Concern over 
the poss ib i l i ty  of Japanese participation i n  the Korean struggle, both 
actively and through the coercion of Korean residents i n  Jzpan, is voiced 
i n  an appeal from the Committee for  the  Attainment of Unification of the 
Fatherland addressed to Korean residents i n  Japan, 
on the chwges voiced a t  the time of the January v i s i t  of Syngman Rhee to 
Tokyo, alleging that a secre t  agreement was made a t  t ha t  time cal l ing f o r  
the dispatch of Japanese mercenaries to Korea and the I1forcible repatria- 
tionll of the 600,000 Koreans i n  Japan, with Fihee i n  return promising Japan 
the r igh t  to f ish i n  Korean waters, to deprive Koreans domiciled i n  Japan 
of their property, and to claim property i n  South Korea, 

Pyongyang's own contribution 

The message elaborates 

The committee ca l l s  upon the Koreans i n  Japan to  oppose their !!forcible 
repatriationll as well as Japanese intervention i n  the war and to establ ish 
a llfirm understandingt1 with the  peace-loving Japanese peOpl$. 
term Vorcible  repatriationt1 i n  connection with a c€vilimz.&pulation is 
i n  direct contrast  w i t h  Pekingls insistence i n  its comen-t/on the return 
of Japanese c iv i l ians  now i n  China t h a t  llrepatriationtl only applies t o  
prisoners . 
&€'A Relies on Red Axmy Tactics and Experiens: 
a t t a t i o n  to the 35th anniversary of the Soviet Red Army, ennphasiaing the 
dependence of the Korean Peoplets Army on advanced S o v i e W t a l i n i s t  m i l l -  
tary science and experience, a s t r e s s  also noted i n  allusions t o  the f i f t h  
anniversary of the Korean People's Arqy on 8 February, Particular atten- 
t i on  is paid to the Stclingrad phase of the Second world War. Moscow, 
b, has recently directed a series of commentaries on the Stalingrad corn- 
paign t o  the Korean audience, apparently to provide encouragement and 
inspiration i n  the face of anticipated U,N. offensive action, 

This grei3ter stress on adoption of Soviet mili tary t ac t i c s  is aoupled w i t h  
familiar reference to  the Soviet peace policy. The NIINJU CHOSUN, however, 
adds ed i tor ia l ly  the warning that "if anyone tckes the Soviet peace policy 
as a sign of Soviet weakness o r  a lack of confidence i n  its might, he is  
committing a grave mistake, fo r  the Soviet people cannot be frightened by 
armed th!eat, and i f  called upon to  do so, the Soviet armed forces w i l l  
at tack any and a l l  aggressors.11 T h e p  is no expl ic i t  coupling of this 
threa t  With the Korean war, however, 

Use of the 

Pyongyang devotes considerable 

_ _  - 
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A Anniversary Comment Sl iPhts  Recent A i r  Operations : Continuing a t ten t ion  

Detailed exploits and heroization are  used t o  describe 
the anniversary of the KPA includes at tent ion to the a i r  force, omitted 

i n  previous comment, 
North Korean a i r  action during the opening phases of the war i n  1950, but  
present a i r  ac t iv i ty  is given only superf ic ia l  mention, Pyongyang also 
f a i l s  to mention Chinese par t ic ipat ion i n  the a i r  war, as has been t rue  
in  reviews of ground action. The f a i lu re  to elaborate on present a i r  
action and t o  mention Chinese par t ic ipat ion may well indicate Pyongymgas 
sens i t i v i ty  to f a i l u r e  of the a i r  force to provide adequate protection 
against  continued American bombing, 

Greater ViPilcnce Is Needed to Conbat Enew IMi l t r a t ion :  Pyongyang con- 
t inues to  prod the  North Korean populaticn into greater  vigilance, placing 
increasing emphasis on the dangers of i n f i l t r a t i o n  by spies and saboteurs 
behind the  l i neso  Reports of the  capture of enemy agents generally attri- 
bute their apprehension t o  the vigilance of c i v i l  defense uni ts  and par t i -  
cular ly  of women par t ic ipants  i n  these units, re f lec t ing  an apparent con- 
tinued lack of adequate security personnel to cope w i t h  the danger. 
M I N J U  CHOSUN inveighs against  t l l ax i ty  and loosenesst1 among the population 
which makes possible the enemy e f fo r t  t o  u t i l i z e  ltmalcontentst1 i n  its 
espionage and subversiono 

Other cr i t ic ism involves p o l i t i c a l  propaganda Norkers who f a i l  to  arm them- 
selves with Marxism-Leninism, public health workers who possess an "irre- 
sponsible a t t i tude1t  toward the anti-epidemic drive now i n  progress, and 
cadres of the Ministry of Commerce with tlformal and bureaucratictt a t t i -  
tudes  who have fa i led  to follow instructions and have compromised on d i s -  
agreeable aspects of t h e i r  work, 

The 

+New Currency Will Increase Distress; The new currency reform ;4n South 
Korea is ci ted a6 proof of the reports of the desperate strai$d of South 
Korean economic life,, Pyongyang predicts t ha t  the  new tthvmntt w i l l  
Yntensify economic disorder1I and indeed has already resulted In 
increased b laa-marke t  act ivi ty ,  pr ice  rises, and a new police t e r r o r  
designed to  impose confidence i n  the new currency. 
South Korean l i f e  reports opposition to  conscription, the lldemoralisa- 
t iontl  of South Korean troops, and the popular and effect ive ac t iv i ty  of 
the South Korean partisans,  

Other comment on 
' 

" , . 
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S O U T H  K O R E A  

Pusan Urges Public Confidence in  New Currencj: 
ing the new currency reform s t r e s s  the Government intention to a l lev ia te  
the effects  of inf la t ion  on the South Korem economy and c a l l  for  the 
t r u s t  and confidence of the people Od the new llhwEul,ll The prevalence of 
hoarding, misunderstanding, lack of public bowledge, and of attempts by 
merchants and black marketeers t o  take advantage of the interim period 
is acknowledged; however, Government action against these d i f f icu l t ies  is 
promised and the establishment of re l ie f  stations and distribution of 
r i c e  is announcedo 
Assembly ovei8 the technique of President Rhee in decreeing the change-over, 
but Assembly approval on 21 February is  reported, 

Pusan broadcasts explain- 

Pusan broadcasts indicate disngreement i n  the National 

phee Asks SocktnBe, l la in lmd A t t a a :  Syngman Rhee i n  two.recent statements 
on 13 and 22 February has called respectively for a blockade of China and 
the use of Chimg Kai-shek troops in 8 campaign to  recover the China ma i -  
land. Rhee claims t hc t  a blockade of China would not provoke the Soviets 
nor lead to a world wcr, and intimates tha t  President Eisenhower $8 de- 
cided upon such a blockade and I f w i l l  not change h i s  m b d m 1 I  In  his stnte- 
m a t  of 22 February President Rhee diplomatically reports tha t  a general 
feeling exists t h a t  N P t i o n a l i s t  troops should be used to recover the 
mainland avd he revezls tha t  he suggested tha t  U,S, a i r  support be pro- 
vided to make t h i s  possible, 
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